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agricultural producer served—match-
ing funds should be clearly identified 
as cash; 

(5) The geographic scope of the pro-
posed project; 

(6) Applicant’s experience as follows: 
(i) If applying for a renewable energy 

development assistance grant, the ap-
plicant’s experience in completing 
similar renewable energy development 
assistance activities, including the 
number of similar projects the appli-
cant has performed and the number of 
years the applicant has been per-
forming a similar service. 

(ii) If applying for an energy audit 
grant, the number of energy audits and 
assessments the applicant has com-
pleted and the number of years the ap-
plicant has been performing those serv-
ices; 

(iii) For all applicants, the amount of 
experience in administering energy 
audit, renewable energy development 
assistance, or similar activities using 
State or Federal support. 

(7) Applicant’s resources, including 
personnel, finances, and technology, to 
complete what is proposed. If an appli-
cation is for projects located in mul-
tiple states, resources must be suffi-
cient to complete all projects; 

(8) Leveraging and commitment of 
other sources of funding being brought 
to the project. Leveraged funds should 
be clearly identified as cash and by 
source. Written documentation/con-
firmation from the party committing a 
specific amount of leveraged funds is 
required; 

(9) Outreach activities/marketing ef-
forts specific to conducting energy 
audit and renewable energy develop-
ment assistance including: 

(i) Project title; 
(ii) Goals of the project; 
(iii) Identified need; 
(iv) Target audience; 
(v) Timeline and type of activities/ac-

tion plan; and 
(vi) Marketing strategies. 
(10) Method and rationale used to se-

lect the areas and businesses that will 
receive the service. 

(11) Brief description of how the work 
will be performed, including whether 
organizational staff, consultants, or 
contractors will be used. 

(f) The most recent financial audit 
(not more than 18 months old) of the 
applicant, or subdivision thereof, that 
will be performing the proposed work. 
If such an audit is not available, the 
latest financial information that shows 
the financial capacity of the applicant, 
or subdivision thereof, to perform the 
proposed work. Such information may 
include, but is not limited to, the most 
recent year-end balance sheet, income 
statement, and other appropriate data 
that identify the applicant’s resources. 

(g) The applicant’s Dun and Brad-
street Data Universal Numbering Sys-
tem (DUNS) number. 

§ 4280.191 Evaluation of energy audit 
and renewable energy development 
assistance grant applications. 

Upon receipt of an application, the 
Agency will conduct a review to deter-
mine if the applicant and project are 
eligible. The Agency will notify the ap-
plicant in writing of the Agency’s find-
ings. If the Agency has determined 
that either the applicant or project is 
ineligible, it will include in the notifi-
cation the reason(s) for its determina-
tion(s). 

§ 4280.192 Scoring energy audit and 
renewable energy development as-
sistance grant applications. 

Agency personnel will score each ap-
plication using the criteria specified in 
paragraphs (a) through (h) of this sec-
tion, with a maximum score of 100 
points possible. 

(a) Project proposal (maximum score of 
10 points). The applicant will be scored 
based on its in-house ability to conduct 
audits versus using third party audit-
ing organizations as illustrated in the 
application. 

(1) If the applicant proposes to use at 
least 51 percent of the awarded funding 
to employ internal, qualified auditors 
and/or renewable energy specialists for 
program implementation, up to 10 
points will be awarded as follows: 

(i) If the percentage is between 51 
percent and 75 percent (inclusive), 5 
points will be awarded. 

(ii) If the percentage is more than 75 
percent, 10 points will be awarded. 

(2) If the applicant proposes to use 
less than 51 percent of the awarded 
funding to employ internal, qualified 
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auditors and/or renewable energy spe-
cialists for program implementation, 
zero points will be awarded. 

(b) Use of Grant Funds for Administra-
tive Expenses (maximum score of 10 
points). Grantees selected to partici-
pate may use up to 5 percent of their 
award for administrative expenses. 

(1) If the applicant proposes to use 
none of the grant funds for Administra-
tive Expenses, 10 points will be award-
ed. 

(2) If the applicant proposes to use a 
portion (up to 5 percent) of the grant 
funds for Administrative Expenses, 
zero points will be awarded. 

(c) Applicant’s organizational experi-
ence in completing proposed activity 
(maximum score of 15 points). The appli-
cant will be scored on the experience of 
the organization in meeting the bench-
marks below. This means that an orga-
nization must have been in business 
and provided services as noted in the 
scoring requirements. An organiza-
tion’s experience must be documented 
with references and resumes. Points 
will be awarded as follows: 

(1) More than 3 years of experience, 
15 points will be awarded. 

(2) At least 2 years and up to and in-
cluding 3 years of experience, 10 points 
will be awarded. 

(3) At least 1 year but less than 2 
years of experience, 5 points will be 
awarded. 

(4) Less than 1 year of experience, 
zero points will be awarded. 

(d) Geographic scope of project in rela-
tion to identified need (maximum score of 
10 points). (1) If the applicant’s pro-
posed or existing service area is State- 
wide or includes all or parts of multiple 
states, and the marketing and outreach 
plan has identified needs throughout 
that service area, 10 points will be 
awarded. 

(2) If the applicant’s proposed or ex-
isting service area consists of multiple 
counties in a single State and the mar-
keting and outreach plan has identified 
needs throughout that service area, 7.5 
points will be awarded. 

(3) If the applicant’s service area con-
sists of a single county or municipality 
and the marketing and outreach plan 
has identified needs throughout that 
service area, 5 points will be awarded. 

(e) Number of agricultural producers/ 
rural small businesses to be served (max-
imum score of 15 points). (1) If the appli-
cant plans to provide audits to ulti-
mate recipients with average audit 
costs of $1,000 or less, 15 points will be 
awarded. 

(2) If the applicant plans to provide 
audits to ultimate recipients with av-
erage audit costs over $1,000 but less 
than $1,500, 10 points will be awarded. 

(3) If the applicant plans to provide 
audits to ultimate recipients with av-
erage audit costs of at least $1,500 but 
less than $2,000, 5 points will be award-
ed. 

(f) Potential of project to produce en-
ergy savings and its attending environ-
mental benefits (maximum score of 25 
points). Applicants can be awarded 
points under both paragraphs (f)(1) and 
(f)(2) of this section. 

(1) If the applicant has an existing 
program that can demonstrate the 
achievement of energy savings with the 
agricultural producers and/or rural 
small businesses it has served, 13 
points will be awarded. 

(2) If the applicant provides evidence 
that it has received awards in recogni-
tion of its renewable energy, energy 
savings, or energy-based technical as-
sistance, up to 12 points will be award-
ed based on number of awards and rig-
orousness of the competition for each 
award. 

(g) Marketing and outreach plan (max-
imum score of 10 points). If the applicant 
includes in the application a mar-
keting and outreach plan and provides 
a satisfactory discussion of each of the 
following criteria, two points for each 
of the following will be awarded: 

(1) The goals of the project; 
(2) Identified need; 
(3) Target beneficiaries; 
(4) Timeline and action plan; and 
(5) Marketing strategies and sup-

porting data for strategies. 
(h) Level and commitment of other 

funds for the project (maximum score of 5 
points). (1) If the applicant proposes to 
leverage grant funding with 50 percent 
or more in non-State and non-Federal 
government matching funds for the 
subject grant, and has a written com-
mitment for those funds, 5 points will 
be awarded. 
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(2) If the applicant proposes to lever-
age grant funding with less than 50 per-
cent but more than 20 percent in non- 
State and non-Federal government 
matching funds for the subject grant, 
and has a written commitment for 
those funds, 2 points will be awarded. 

(3) If the applicant proposes 20 per-
cent or less in non-State and non-Fed-
eral government matching funds, zero 
points will be awarded. 

§ 4280.193 Selecting energy audit and 
renewable energy development as-
sistance grant applications for 
award. 

Applications will be scored by the 
State Offices and submitted to the Na-
tional Office for review. To ensure the 
equitable geographic distribution of 
funds, the two highest scoring applica-
tions from each State, based on the 
scoring criteria established under 
§ 4280.192 will be submitted to the Na-
tional Office to compete for funding. 

(a) Ranking of applications. All appli-
cations submitted to the National Of-
fice will be ranked. All applications 
that are ranked will be considered for 
selection for funding. 

(b) Selection of applications for fund-
ing. Using the ranking created under 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Agen-
cy will consider the score an applica-
tion has received compared to the 
scores of other ranked applications, 
with higher scoring applications re-
ceiving first consideration for funding. 

(c) Funding selected applications. As 
applications are funded, if insufficient 
funds remain to fund the next highest 
scoring application, the Agency may 
elect to fund a lower scoring applica-
tion. Before this occurs, the Agency 
will provide the applicant of the higher 
scoring application the opportunity to 
reduce the amount of its grant request 
to the amount of funds available. If the 
applicant agrees to lower its grant re-
quest, it must certify that the purposes 
of the project can be met, and the Ad-
ministrator must determine the 
project is financially feasible at the 
lower amount. 

(d) Disposition of ranked applications 
not funded. Based on the availability of 
funding, a ranked application sub-
mitted under this subpart may not be 
funded. Such ranked applications will 

not be carried forward into Fiscal Year 
2012 and the Agency will notify the ap-
plicant in writing. 

§ 4280.194 Actions prior to grant clos-
ing. 

Applicants expecting funds from 
other sources for use in completing 
projects being partially financed with 
Agency funds must have these funds 
from other such sources prior to grant 
closing. Agency funds will not be ex-
pended in advance of funds committed 
to the project from other sources with-
out prior Agency approval. 

§ 4280.195 Awarding and admin-
istering energy audit and renew-
able energy development assistance 
grants. 

Energy audit and renewable energy 
development assistance grants under 
this subpart will be awarded and ad-
ministered in accordance with Depart-
mental regulations and with para-
graphs (a) through (e) of this section. 

(a) Letter of conditions. The Agency 
will notify the approved applicant in 
writing, setting out the conditions 
under which the grant will be made. 
The notice will include those matters 
necessary to ensure that the proposed 
grant is completed in accordance with 
the terms of the scope of work and 
budget, that grant funds are expended 
for authorized purposes, and that the 
applicable requirements prescribed in 
the relevant Departmental regulations 
are complied with. The Letter of Condi-
tions will be sent to the applicant. 

(b) Applicant’s intent to meet condi-
tions. Upon reviewing the conditions 
and requirements in the letter of condi-
tions, the applicant must complete, 
sign, and return Form RD 1942–46 to 
the Agency; or if certain conditions 
cannot be met, the applicant may pro-
pose alternate conditions to the Agen-
cy. The Agency must concur with any 
changes proposed to the Letter of Con-
ditions by the applicant before the ap-
plication will be further processed. 

(c) Forms. The forms specified in 
paragraphs (c)(1) through (c)(6) of this 
section will be attached to the letter of 
conditions referenced in paragraph (a) 
of this section. The forms specified in 
paragraphs (c)(1) through (c)(5) of this 
section must be submitted prior to 
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